"HOW THEY SPEND MILLIONS" or Worthless projects of the Asian bank of development (ABD) and the World bank in Kyrgyzstan together woth  corrupted government
- "To return which will have to work not only we but even our descendants. Sometimes it becomes known - owing to scandals. 
The amount  of an external debt of Kyrgyzstan, jumping upwards and  downwards, does not reduce  perceptibly. On the end of April of this year (according to an official site of Ministry of Finance KR) it was 2 billion 152 million 165 US dollars. For comparison: by the end of the last year Kyrgyzstan debtor to different creditors on 75 and a half of thousand dollars less. The debt has  grown again… 
Why we cannot come off a fatal two-milliard mark in any way - is a separate theme.   Now the thing is about other. WHAT these credits HAVE given ALL OF US? 
There is no distinct answer till now.  But scandals break outside . Giving the occasion to kyrgyz civil society to demand a recognition of debts as illegitimate. That it is not a subject payment! 
One of the loudest of such scandals is connected with the distressful program "Taza suu " (" Pure water "). 
That is remarkable, it was financed by Asian bank of development (ABD) and the World bank, which parts in debr make  MORE than HALF of all external debt of Kyrgyzstan - over 1 billion 284 thousand dollars. What benefit  have brought these credits is  a question. Separate and very uneasy. Their fruits are very difficult for groping by hands, they are dissolved in abstruse financial documents.
"Taza suu" -  became an exception. In the sense, that fruits of this program and these credits ( more exactly their absence ) the population could feel on own skin. 
How they cut to pices a "Credit pie" 
Intentions, as always, were good. In fact the situation really threatened to turn back humanitarian accident … although Kyrgyzstan is one of the richest in the world owners of water resources, the majority of its population,  suffers because of absence … water. Drinking, clean water. If before disintegration of the USSR to pure  water had access 72 percent of agricultural population to the beginning of XXI century only … 20 percent. Without monetary injections this burning problem was to not solve. The Kyrgyz government habitually addressed to the international financial institutions. 
Two above-named banks have responded. The Asian bank of development in 2000 has agreed to allocate under a guarantee of the Kyrgyz government the credit in 36 million dollars - for creation of an infrastructure (water supply systems, clearing constructions, etc.) on maintenance with pure water the inhabitants of villages in Chui, Osh, Zhalalabad and Batken oblasts.  The World bank has lent to Kyrgyzstan  $15 millions on similar question in Issykkul, Naryn and Talas oblasts.  
Realization of these two projects has begun in 2001-2002. Money was received.  BIG MONEY … 
2004. Bodies of Office of Public Prosecutor excite the first criminal cases on the facts of plunders of credit. Some contractors who gained the tender and have received at once huge money, disappear! Firms-short-lived, were created only to divide and take away a fat credit pie . For example, commercial-product company "Plast-polymer", having undertaken to conduct construction in Zhalalabad and  Osh oblasts, was, according to Office of Public Prosecutor,  registered literally before the tender! 
The scheme of financing of construction should be changed on the move. To the remained and new contractors money is given gradually, partly, on the fact of done works. But frauds proceed. Fictitious certificates are made. Subsequently  the Chamber of accounts will reveal: cost of works has been overestimated in total on 30 million soms! 
In total to program "Taza suu" devoted 31 criminal case, the last to Batken oblast (with damage appearing in it almost on 5 million soms), has appeared recently. The total damage - that is the plundered and squandered part of the credit - is estimated in the sum over 50 million soms. Almost  9 million soms were  compensated basically due to fine executors. One and a half ten accused from their number (mostly engineers and construction superintendents) have been sentenced to symbolical punishments. Among them - one state official, former director of Zhalalabad branche of department of rural water supply of Ministry of Agriculture  B.Umarov, condemned on criminal case about assignment of 220 thousand soms.  
Criminal cases on large  and main plunders by swindle have been suspended.  Till now are in search 8 accused - heads of firms-contractors "Astek Holding", "Plast-polymer", "KW", "VEJ". Property at these organizations (including office equipment and building technics ), undertaken to conduct construction on millions dollars, practically was absent! And there was nothing to impose arrest on.   
Monsters from a pipe 
All these scandals concerned the project of the Asian bank of development (activity of the World bank on water supply of kyrgyz people has passed as a whole silently - only recently it has been avariciously announced, that inefficiently used more than 4 percent of its credit). Anyway, work proceeded. In 2005 to save the project, the team  of its executors in department of rural water supply of Ministry of Agriculture KR has been completely replaced. And already by the end of this year 301 village in four oblasts of Kyrgyzstan should enjoy clean water. 
Whether they enjoy? Several kyrgyz nongovernmental organizations  have decided to check up it, for the sake of it  they have united in  temporary union. 
- To carry out the civil control over how credits which will strengthen burden of an external debt of the country are spent, is very difficultl, - speaks Zulfiya Marat, employee of Buerau for  human rights and observance of legality, - to many documents we do not have access. But the civil society can trace: whether these credits were useful? that is actually what we have done...
In June of the last year the group of NGO's makes the first trip in villages of Issyk-Ata area, - in which program "Taza suu" ostensibly completed. Complaints of local residents, that have not see clean water for a long time  fall upon them … Old Soviet water system, they tell, builders have destroyed, and in exchange … to Looks of NGO's appear the old, holey water pipes only slightly tinted … Chinese pipes (forbidden for use in these purposes),  Chinese water pumps, broken because of frosts … dirt in the water-intaking towers which even not have been not closed by roofs.  
One of bright examples - village Uch-Emchek. For two years - about 20 children who fail ill a hepatites. As is assured director of local school (whose child has appeared among them) - because of poor-quality water. Most shocking - terrible, differently you will not tell, finds of village inhabitants.  
These  black,  long (up to 35 centimeters), worms similar to hair, local residents have caught in a water supply system. Once, when  have undertaken to clean pipes. Another time it  has come up together with water from a pump.  " We worry for health of children. what should we do" - the act made about this find came to an end with such non-standard words. 
There is a reason for  worrying.  Experts from medicine academy and state sanitary-and-epidemiologic control  have defined, that worms concern to a class "gordiid".  In the literature cases in Malaysia, in East Africa, on Ceylon, in France, Italy... are described cases of swallowing  by people of these worms  with the subsequent development of gastroenteric and nervous breakdowns, - is spoken in the conclusion of identification of worms. - there is an opinion, that worms can actively get through skin  of the human  and cause  dermatitis and other defeats ". 
Such monsters  (not seen, according to experts, anywhere in the CIS) are found in few kilometers from Bishkek! In water with which people wash and  which drink. And which - according to all reports - already should be clean … And you must not be surprised, if water in Ush-emchek (where on project "Taza suu" was, by the way, spent  almost 4 million soms) is cleared - in XXI century! - in the primitive device from rusted tank and hoses, loudly called "chlorination plant"?! 
When bankers … are horrified 
NGO's decided to show their claims not somebody, but to the Asian bank of development. Preparation for this action passed in conditions, at times really guerrilla. The leader of public association "Taza-tabigat" Anara Dautalieva recollects, how has undergone to an attack women  - non-staff activist of the project, spoken on behalf a name of powerful ABD: 
It  happened, when people in second time have caught worm. I carry it in a bottle. Towards - a motor vehicle "Volga". blocks the road. This woman jumps out: " Give me a worm!!! ". I won't, I said, why should do it? She has rushed to rummage around my car … 
The same lady, when we  prepared for public hearings in villages, intimidated, as they said, inhabitants: do not get involved in these squabbles, otherwise donors will stop financing absolutely... Intrigues have not helped. Peasants have amicably authorized Anara Dautalieva to represent their interests in ABD. It was, perhaps, the first case in Kyrgyzstan when for whom credits, actually, are given,  citizens of the country, - could come into contact with the creditor directly. 
March, 2008, capital of Philippines the city of Manila. Performance of Dautalieva in department of the Central and Western Asia ABD (accompanied with display of shocking pictures from the villages which have been "made happy" by the project "Taza suu") is similar to explosion of a bomb. From the letter of the head of department ABD Khuan Miranda to Kyrgyz NGO's: "we are in shock because of  situation on a place of realization of the project, and we would like to assure you, that we shall undertake immediate and effectual measures for correction of available mistakes". 
The alarm in ABD for certain has not been in the last instance caused also by that in Manila the representative of the Kyrgyz civil society for the first time has sounded its intentions - to achieve a recognition of project FAILED,  and  36-million debt - ILLEGITIMATE. 
Is it real? 
- Quite, - thinks employee of Buerau for human rights and observance of legality Zulfiya Marat, - there is a universal movement on a recognition of debts of the countries of the third world illegitimate,  part of which we  consider ourselves. And it already achieved success - for example in Ecuador … 
In the end of 70th years the Norwegian government has sold to Ecuador  four large sea vessels, having issued it as " the credit of support of development ". Actually Norway thus saved its  ship-building industry that  was in crisis. When in  2002 Ecuador  organization " the Civil control over corruption " in cooperation with the Norwegian adherents began to spend audit of this transaction, was found out, that vessels  disappeared - while the debt continued to be paid! Struggle has crowned a victory in the autumn of 2006: the Norwegian government frightened by prospect of scandal, unilaterally and unconditionally has recognized illegitimacy of debt and  written off.  
The Kyrgyz NGO's see at once several reasons for refusal of payment of debt ABD. Originaly project "Taza suu" should capture 730 villages. But then - ostensibly because of inflation - four hundreds from them have been left behind a board. Meanwhile in all these villages have been collected money from the population - 5 percent from cost of projects: in such a way ABD wished to bring up at peasants " feeling of participation ". And in most cases them did not gave  any receipts and copies of contracts (that is infringement of  Civil code KR), and citizens plainly did not know, to whom and for what they pay. In total from villages, that not seen a new waterpipe, it has been collected about  one million dollars. Now these payments  return to them. Even with percents. But these percents are so, according to Anara Dautalieva, scanty, that the head of one of rural managements  has complained to her: "I should gave  this money simply to businessmen  -they would return  more. Another  reasons: in realization of the project there is no transparency. From it there is no benefit to the country and population. ABD has not executed the mandate on reduction of poverty. And the responsibility for it lays on the bank! 
- If the bank saw, that the project is realized with rough infringements, - speaks Zulfiya Marat, -  it was necessary to suspend its realization. Instead of to burden the country with a superfluous debt! It was necessary to address to the government of Kyrgyzstan, in the categorical form to demand to put things in order. If ABD  did not see and did not know, that, means, it has not executed the main function - has not checked a course of performance of the project. Meanwhile people in a department of realization of this project were appointed according to procedures of the bank! They also spent the tender which was won by those unfair, to put it mildly, firms-contractors. In other words, any of protective "valves" has not worked! On fault of bank … 
It is necessary to add, that "Taza suu", as well as any credit project, has not done without notorious foreign advisers. For this role - under the recommendation of ABD - the international consulting company from Turkey has been chosen  "Dar Muhendeslik Musavarlik". Curious figures: " consulting services " have been estimated in 3 million 138 thousand dollars - almost the tenth part of the credit! in summer of 2006 (when already with might and main stormed scandals, including criminal!) it was found out: - $3 million 86 thousand - advisers "have already eaten" the lion's share! And as it is known, the most powerful piece of a pie has got to foreigners (advisers were also local). This fat feast now should be paid by kyrgyz people.  And, the main thing, for what?! For that ruinous disorder which have admitted among other gluttonous foreign advisers? 
… and when recover from horror  
In April-May "survey mission" of  Asian bank of development (including representatives of manila office, specially for this purpose arrived to Kyrgyzstan) has visited 45 villages of four areas where bankers with own  eyes could contemplate decayed fruits of the project "Taza suu". Having listened to claims, representatives of ABD  in the answer have accused: 1) local residents (are not able to use the water equipment, and also at the wrong time pay for water which, we shall notice, they almost do not see); 2) global warming and a world  drought …  However, promised, that in the distressful village Uch-Emchek which has become famous in all Asia regenerative works on June, 5th will begin. 
They have not begun … Also  ABD has promised to allocate in addition on "holes " - already gratuitously, in the form of the grant - 4 million dollars. But, according to Anara Dautalieva, one of these days representatives of bank came to ask this money at … the Ministry of Finance of Kyrgyzstan! 
In that the international creditors (already, apparently, recovered from Manila horror) will execute their next obligations , active workers of the Kyrgyz civil sector start to doubt strongly … 
The anatomy only one of the credits, making today an external debt of Kyrgyzstan is this.  And what will open if to prepare all of them?! And who will occupy  in this? 
Vadim Nochevkin 
ANOTHER CREDIT … 
The Asian bank of development and the World bank were main  donors of one more project, which can be also recognized as failed, - modernizations of the Bishkek thermal power station and rehabilitation of systems of electrosupply and a central heating. 
This project has started to be realized in 1996. Its ending was delayed till December, 31st, 2007 (though term of execution in the beginning has been established autumn of 2000). In total for these years was spent not less than 97 million dollars, including means of Kyrgyzstan. 
Benefit from the credit? This question, as well as always, remains the most difficult. The Bishkek thermal power station was in terrible condition  12 years ago,  remains in the same condition today: deterioration of the equipment on it makes 80 percent. More shortly, we have not seen any modernization of a heating plant. Why now it is on sale: only a private trader, say state officials, can inhale in thermal power station a life. And tariffs for heat and light again have grown. 
On what,  were then the money which have hung on us as one more debt  are spent?! Even more complicated question … 
In this  confused scheme also tried to sort out the Bureau for human rights and observance of legality. In the beginning for rehabilitation of the thermal power station it has been allocated over 20 million dollars. But in 2001 - under pressure, by the way, of one of donors, the World Bank - government KR has shattered the uniform Kyrgyz power-holding into 7 companies, therefore the credit was  splitted up.  And all has got confused finally … 
- there are no official data about use of the credit,  -says Zulfiya Marat. - In the beginning of this year we have asked the Asian bank of development to give us reports. They refused, directly having referred to fear to spoil relations with the Kyrgyz government. With which?! for these years governments changed several times.  We have appealed against this refusal in special supervising body ABD. This bank officials "have lost" the complaint, then - in result of  our persistence - "have suddenly found". And one of these days we have received the answer. Refusal is even more strengthened - in ABD have found two more reasons for it.  For example, refer to "confidentiality" of this information. Some years our government  obediently pays with percents more than a 27-million debt to this bank, and about what confidentiality there can be a speech?! What secrets can be from us, simple citizens, when in fact this debt is paid  by us?! 
- It is necessary to draw a conclusion, - continues she, - that the bank simply does not wish to recognize the failure in this project. In that case ABD should bear the responsibility together with our managers and other donors. We consider, that there are bases to announce the debt, concerning the Bishkek thermal power station, illegitimate … 
It is necessary to remind, that exactly the Asian bank of development and the World bank push the government of Kyrgyzstan to construction of a transmission line for delivery of the electric power to Afghanistan and Pakistan. And undertake to finance (in debt, certainly) this project which independent experts name adventurous and even fraud. 
In a view of all aforesaid it is necessary to assume, into what story can once again smack kyrgyz people. At own expense! 
Vadim Noshevkin
