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Kyrgyzstan: 

Pressure on Journalists Intensifying While Political Unrest Grows -

A Human Rights Defender Also Threatened 

Vienna, 11 April 2007-- At the moment when protests of thousands of demonstrators are staged in Bishkek, the capital of Kyrgyzstan, the International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights (IHF) calls upon the Kyrgyz government to abide by its commitment under international law to respect the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and to order law enforcement officials to follow internationally accepted standards of conduct when dealing with demonstrators, including the provision that “Law enforcement officials may use force only when strictly necessary and to the extent required for the performance of their duty.”
 

In the midst of political turmoil, the recent series of violent attacks on journalists in Kyrgyzstan also gives rise to serious concern about the safety of media professionals in the country and the general level of freedom of expression and the media prevailing in Kyrgyzstan. 

The wave of violence began on 16 March 2007 when Kairat Birimkumov, a staff member of the state TV and Radio Company, was beaten by unidentified individuals so brutally that he had to be hospitalized. On 26 March, Daniyar Isanov, a news presenter working with the independent TV station “NTS,” suffered the same fate and needed treatment in the hospital for serious injuries on his head. The next incident occurred on 30 March, when a mob of women calling themselves “revolutionaries” broke up a press conference held by the AKI Press-Fergana in the city of Osh. One day later, Talantbek Sopuev, a cameraman of the TV channel “September” was attacked in Djalalabad while covering a pro-governmental rally. He sustained concussion. Most recently, on 2 April, unknown people forced their way to the headquarters of the political movement “Joint Front” and beat two journalists who happened to be on the premises at that moment. One of them was working with an Osh TV channel. 

The IHF is not aware of anyone having been arrested and charged with the above-mentioned violent attacks. 

In addition, Ramazan Dyryldaev, chair of the Kyrgyz Committee for Human Rights (KCHR), has been recently subjected to threats and an attack. In the evening of 6 April, individuals wearing 

hoods threw stones at Dyryldayev when he returned to the KCHR office after participating in a “5-Channel” TV discussion (“Maidan”) during which he criticized Kyrgyz authorities, including President Bakiev and opposition leader Feliks Kulov, for their failure to enter into genuine political dialogue. The attackers threatened Dyryldaev with revenge should he again give similar public statements. The day before this incident Dyryldaev had spoken against the threat by some of Feliks Kulov’s supporters to burn themselves as an act of political protest. Following this statement, Dyryldaev and his family received threats both by phone and openly over the media. 

The IHF urges Kyrgyz authorities and all political actors in Kyrgyzstan to scrupulously abide by the fundamental principles of freedom of expression and the media, the right to peaceful assembly, and the right to human rights monitoring and reporting. The authorities should do all in their power to provide protection to all journalists and other media professionals as well as to human rights defenders, so as to allow them to carry out their duties unhindered. In addition, the IHF urges Kyrgyz law authorities to investigate the above-mentioned cases of violence and threats against media professionals and against Ramazan Dyryldaev, and to bring the perpetrators to justice.

-------------

For more information: 

Aaron Rhodes, IHF Executive Director, tel. +43-1-408 88 22 or +43-676 -635 66 12

Ramazan Dyryldaev, Chair of the KCHR, tel. +996-312 666975

� Article 3, UN Code of Conduct for Law enforcement Officials, at � HYPERLINK "http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/h_comp42.htm" ��www.unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/h_comp42.htm�. This provision emphasizes that the use of force by law enforcement officials should always be exceptional.
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