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Kyrgyzstan - IHF concerned with continued impunity for Aksy killings 
Vienna, 14 June 2006 – The International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights (IHF) is concerned with the recent decision of the Supreme Court of the Republic of Kyrgyzstan to uphold pardons for officials involved in the death of six peaceful demonstrators in Aksy.  
In March 2002, in the Aksy village of Bospiek, police shot dead six civilians during a peaceful protest against the arrest of local deputy Azimbek Beknazarov. Dozens of those participating in the protests were later detained, beaten and tortured. 
The 2 June Supreme Court decision upholds the previous sentences of several police and government officials, this notwithstanding the existence of new information. In 2002 three officials had been given suspended sentences of three-year prison terms, but had been immediately pardoned. 
Following the news of the Supreme Court ruling, Kyrgyz human rights activists attempted to meet with the Kyrgyz President at the Presidential Palace (White House), as he had agreed to receive them after the court ruling.  Several activists were beaten and mistreated physically by the President’s security guards and were not granted immediate medical aid. Activists were able to meet with the President on the following day to express their concerns regarding the ruling. 
The IHF appeals to the Kyrgyz authorities to ensure that a full investigation is carried out into the Aksy shootings and ensuing deaths and that these crimes do not remain unsanctioned. No persons, and especially no government officials, should benefit from any type of impunity concerning these crimes.  Additional investigations should also take into consideration newly presented information and evidence.
 
For more information:

Aaron Rhodes, Executive Director, +43-676-635 66 12 

Henriette Schroeder, Press Officer, +43-676-725 48 29
For more information on the human rights situation in Kyrgyzstan, please refer to the IHF’s Annual Report (chapter on Kyrgyzstan) at www.ihf-hr.org
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